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CONTEXT: The Cricket in Times Square

Fill in the story chart on the following page with details about the author’s life.

Use the “setting” area to describe when and where the author lived.

Use the “characters” area to identify important people in the author’s life.

Use the “conflict” bubble to describe the major problem faced by the author.

Use the “plot” bubbles to describe the major events of the author’s life.

Use the “climax” bubble to describe an event that resolved the major problem, whether for good or ill
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Climax:
One day, George hears a cricket
chirping the subway station and “the
story formed in [my] mind within
minutes.”

SETTING

New York City in the 1950s

CHARACTERS

George Selden

Denouement:
George writes The Cricket in Times
Square in 1960 and wins several
literary awards. The book becomes
famous.

Rising Action:

George studies English at Yale
University and becomes a writer. He
moves to New York and searches for a
great idea for a children’s story.

Exposition: Conclusion:

. . o George writes other stories about
George is born in Connecticut in Tucker, Harry, and Chester for many
1929. years after.

PLOT

CONFLICT

Will George Selden create a famous
children’s book? (Man v. Fate)
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